“Thank You, M’am”/ “Seventh Grade”

Comparative Essay
Outline
I. Introduction – What is your essay about? 

A. TAG Line (Title Author Genre) -  




“Thank You M’am” –Langston Hughes Short story “Seventh Grade” – Gary Soto    Short story
















B. Define Theme: 
the message about life in the story






















C. Brief summary of  text(s):
TYM -  A Young boy tries to steal a woman’s purse and fails. She puts him on the right track. 

















“Seventh Grade” - 
A young boy likes a girl and does silly an embarrassing things to get her attention.



D. Thesis Statement – 
 
People don’t always act like you think they will act













A. Examples:

Reason #1  









                                                                                                                 Reason #2  









Reason #3 









II. Body Paragrah #1 – Reason #1
A. Topic Sentence

B. Describe what happens to Roger in the story.

1. Detail -  











   
Tries to steal a woman’s purse but fails

2. Detail - 
Instead of sending hi to jail, she handles it herself









C.  Describe what Roger or the audience thinks Mrs. Jones will do 

1. Detail - 








She will have him arrested






2. Detail -  She will hurt him






D. Describe what Mrs. Jones actually does in the story.
1. Detail - 
Handles the matter herself



2. Detail -  
Feeds him, gives him $10



III. Body Paragrah #2 – Reason #2
A. Topic Sentence

B. Describe what happens to Victor in the story.


1. Detail -  












   
Signs up for French/






2. Detail - 
pretends to know French





C.  Describe what Victor or the audience thinks Mr. Bueller will do.

1. Detail - 
embarrass him in front of the class



2. Detail -  
embarrass him in front of Teresa



D. Describe what Mr. Bueller actually does in the story.

1. Detail - 
Turns to the board and teaches



2. Detail -  

Keeps Victor’s secret




IV. Body Paragrah #4 – Reason #3
A. Topic Sentence

B. How are the actions of the adults similar?


1. Detail -  
Both show compassion and understanding
   










2. Detail - 
Both have had similar experiences to the boys










C. Why does Mrs Jones treat Roger kindly?
1. Detail - 












    
Did something she’s not proud of as a child


2. Detail -  









 

Recognizes he needs help




D. Why does Mr. Bueller keep Victor’s secret?
1. Detail - 











    
He remembered what is was like to impress a girl


2. Detail -  
did something similar when he was young


V. Conclusion
A. Restate thesis statement
B. Summarize main points/reasons:
1. Reason #1 - 








2. Reason #2 -








3.  Reason #3 - 








C. Final Thought: How will the actions of Mrs. Jones and Mr. Bueller change the expectations of Roger and Victor in the future?
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