Poetry Terms



1. free verse - poems in which there is no rhyme




























2. haiku - 
Japanese poem about nature. Follows 5 7 5 format















3. limerick -  humorous 5-line poem that follows a definite rhyme pattern
(Ex. AABBA)



















4. refrain -  The repetition of lines in a poem to stress the theme of the poem.






















5. tone - The “feeling” that the poem conveys to the reader (Ex. Sadness, happiness, humorous)



















6. stanza - The grouping of lines in a poem. Think of them as paragraphs in poems.

7. rhyme - The repetition of sounds in words that appear  close to each other in a poem.

8. rhythm - The pattern of stressed and unstressed sounds in a line of  poetry.
9. rhyme scheme - The arrangement of rhymes in a poem or stanza. It is expressed using letters. (Ex. Aa bb aa cc)







10.  metaphor - a comparison not using like or as

















11. simile - 
a comparison using like or as



















12. personification -  in literature or poetry giving human characteristics to non-human things (Ex. The light danced across the sky.)
















13. allusion - a reference to a biblical or mythological person or place















14. figurative language - descriptive language used in poetry. It is used to achieve a desired effect that may not be possible using everyday words














15. alliteration - The repetition of the first sound of a word.

(Ex. Tall tree, bad boy)






















16. irony - 
The intended meaning is the opposite of what is expressed


























17. onomatopoeia - The word imitates the sound it represents (Ex. Pop, bang, zoom)























18. hyperbole – exaggeration to prove a point. 

19. symbol – something you can see and touch that stands for something you 

                       can’t 
20. imagery - words or phrases that describe something in a way that creates  

  pictures or images that appeal to the reader’s senses

21. prose – any literature that is not poetry.
