Notes – Literary Terms
1. Fiction – a product of the imagination
2. Non-fiction – literature that tells a true story
3. Short Story –
a compact work of fiction that develops a single conflict

4. Characterization – the method used to develop a character’s personality

a. what he/she says, does, or thinks

b. simple description

c. what other characters say about him/her

5. Round (Dynamic) Character – changes and grows (learns something)
6. Flat (Static) Character – stays the same

7. Protagonist – 
the main character

8. Antagonist – the character or force in conflict with the main character

9. Dialogue – talk between the characters

10. Conflict – the struggle

a. person vs. nature (surviving a tornado)

b. person vs. person (in a fist fight or argument)

c. person vs. self (resisting the urge to do something bad)

11. Point of View –  the vantage point from which a story is told (type of narrator)
a. First person – the narrator is a character in the story  (Key Words – I, Me, We)
b. Third person – the narrator is standing outside the story looking in  (Key Words – He, She, They, Them)
12. Setting – the time and place

13. Theme – the message about life, moral, or meaning communicated through a literary work
14. Symbol – something that you can see and feel that stands for something you can’t

15. Plot – the series of events
a. Exposition – 

b. Rising Action – 

c. Climax – 

d. Falling Action – 

e. Resolution – 

16. Foreshadowing – hints of action to come
17. Simile – A comparison using “like” or “as”

18. Metaphor – A comparison NOT using “like” or “as”

19. Personification – Assigning human qualities to non-human things
20. Allusion – A reference to a well-known work of art, literature, event, or person
