How to Write An Effective Paragraph

What is a paragraph?


A paragraph is a group of sentences that work together to explain or support one idea. 

What is contained in a good paragraph?


A good paragraph contains the following:

· Topic sentence – a sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph.

· Unity – every sentence belongs. Each sentence 

develops and explains the topic sentence.
· A sense of audience and purpose.

· Audience – who will read your paragraph

· Purpose – to inform, persuade, describe, to tell a story, or to compare and contrast
Example of Descriptive Paragraph

The Woman in the Mist


Slowly sliding through the mist came the shadowy figure of a young woman. The autumn leaves crunched beneath her feet as the figure grew more distinguishable. Not even the bright, white stars that populated the sky could pierce the cold, silvery mist surrounding her. The icy wind blew, and I shivered as I buttoned up my long overcoat. The sounds of chirping crickets ceased as she approached. The glowing eyes of the surrounding nocturnal animals stopped, their gaze fixed on me. The woman’s very presence sent shivers of fear down my spine. As she approached, it was apparent that she was young, maybe in her twenties. Her long, flowing, blonde hair hung at her sides, and her piercing green eyes slanted into an angry expression. Her lips curled themselves into a wry smile, and the intoxicating scent of jasmine filled the air; I grew drowsy.
Compare and Contrast Paragraph

Intermediate School vs. Middle School

Making the transition from intermediate school to middle school can be difficult, since there are many differences, and only a few similarities between the two. In intermediate school several subjects may be taught by only one teacher, but in the middle school there is a different teacher for each subject. As opposed to intermediate school, where students stay in one classroom for a good portion of the day, in the middle school the students are constantly going to their lockers and changing classes. As a matter of fact, having lockers is something new to many middle school students. This can be quite a challenge. Last, unlike intermediate school, students do not get recess in middle school. Instead, they get study halls. On the other hand, there are some similarities between the schools. In both, students are given homework and the focus is on learning. Another similarity is that both intermediate school and middle school can be a lot of fun. 
Unity
The following paragraph lacks unity. Cross out the sentences that DO NOT support the main idea. 


Rachel Carson was a scientist with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. She was a pioneer in ecology, the study of relations between living organisms and their environment. She was especially interested in how we pollute our environment. My parents are very concerned about this topic. However, she was also a writer, and in 1962 her book Silent Spring made millions of people aware of the dangers of insecticides. Our library has a copy of this book. Carson’s research showed that insecticides, like DDT, were killing birds, fish, and even humans. At first, people did not want to listen to her; some scientists accused her of being unscientific and too emotional. Isn’t it funny how we like to ignore problems rather than solve them? However, Rachel Carson cared deeply about nature. Her research was so thorough, that Silent Spring helped convince the government to stop the use of DDT and other pesticides. Even more important, however, it made people start to think about their environment. Our town is thinking of naming a nature walk after Rachel Carson. 
Unity
The following paragraph lacks unity. Cross out the sentences that DO NOT support the main idea.

Have you ever thought of how animals keep dry in the rain? Many Flying insects take shelter from the rain by hanging on the underside of leaves. I find the summer uncomfortable because of all the mosquitoes. Crawling insects, by contrast, hide under twigs or leaves when it storms, or else the crawl into their nests. Birds, too, do not like being left out in the rain. Have you ever seen a bird playing in a birdbath? Therefore, birds, often head for the trees where they take shelter in the leaves. Water birds, though, have it easy. They have a special gland by their tail. From it, they get an oil they use to waterproof their feathers. Ducks look very different from swans. Mammals like raccoons and opossums hide inside their burrows or dens during a downpour. I always carry and umbrella. However, larger animals such as elephants and horses often have no place to hide and must simple grin and bear it. 
Tone/Mood
The following paragraph is written in a casual tone that is not suitable for a formal audience. Rewrite the paragraph so that it would be appropriate for a formal audience.

You know, somebody really messed up the lunch periods at Antelope Antlers Middle School!!! They’re too short – not enough time! If the kids had a longer lunch a lot of problems could be cut out. Like, this way the kids have to wolf down their food, and there isn’t always enough time to finish! Tons of garbage left over! Also, kids don’t have enough time to clean up, so they leave junk everywhere. And, no time to take it easy before back to the grind. They’re worn to a frazzle by afternoon. 

Topic Sentence

Each of the following sets of sentences is missing a topic sentence. Write a topic sentence that would make each set of sentences into a unified paragraph. 

1. Every leaf and branch of every tree was in constant motion. Tall grasses in a field rippled like waves. On the nearby highway, diesel exhaust fumes from traffic disappeared almost instantly. A single flag on a tall pole in front of the Highway Patrol station snapped in the wind.
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2. Arctic icebergs look like sharp, craggy mountain peaks. A few of them get as far south as the Gulf Stream near Newfoundland, where they melt. Antarctic icebergs, on the other hand, are huge, flat “islands,” hundreds of square miles in area. Most of them circle the south-polar region, never leaving the Antarctic Ocean.
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3. Teenagers like to drive and are usually very alert at the wheel. Most of them have taken driver training courses at school. Then, too, teenagers are accustomed to multilane driving and know the importance of side mirrors and proper signaling. Also, teenagers have faster reaction time than most adults. 
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4. It’s cold in Antarctica, colder than in any other place on earth. In fact, the lowest temperature on record was recorded there in 1960 – 127 degrees Fahrenheit below zero. The wind that blows constantly, usually about fifty miles an hour, makes it seem even colder. Surprisingly, however, it rarely snows in Antarctica. The average snowfall there is only about two inches a year. 
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	TRANSISTIONAL WORDS AND PHRASES



	Showing Chronological Order

first                              then                          next                         last spring

finally                          last                           meanwhile               in October 

after                             before                       when                       in 1492

since                            soon after                  thereafter               when I was six

	 Showing Comparison
also                         another                       similarly                 and

too                          moreover                    in the same way

	Showing Contrast
although                instead                           but                           in spite of

however                nevertheless                  differently               different from

still                        yet                                 on the other hand

	Showing Cause and Effect
as a result of               for                        so that                           because

since                            therefore              so                                 consequently

	Showing Spatial Relationships
(Where things are)

above              beyond                      into                                       over

down               next to                      around                                   behind

before              in                              there                                     here

inside              under                        across

	Showing importance
first                                mainly           then                                    to begin with

last                                 more importantly                                     secondarily


Highlight the topic sentence and the chronological transitions.


The Logan’s revenge against the bus all started one morning when the bus came by and ran the kids off the road, splashing them with mud. They planned their revenge when they arrived at school. During their lunch break they went to the tool shed and took shovels and buckets. Next, they ran down the road to where the bus had splashed them. Then, they started digging a hole in the middle of the dirt road. Eventually, they had a large hole, which they filled with muddy water from the ditch. They returned to school. After school, they ran back down the road ahead of the bus and hid in the woods to wait. The hole had grown even larger while they were at school. They watched and laughed as the bus hit the hole, and was wrecked. At last, they had gotten revenge on the bus. 
Descriptive Writing Assignment

Purpose: to paint a picture with words; to act as a FREEZE FRAME in time.

How: By appealing to the readers senses.

Topic Sentence: used to create the mood. 
Assignment:

Using one of the paragraph starters below write a descriptive paragraph describing a person, place, or thing. This paragraph should act as a freeze frame in time. Al action is stopped, as if you pressed “pause” on a DVD player. Make sure that you use enough sensory details that your reader can VIVIDLY see it in his/her mind’s eye.

Paragraph Starters:

Out of the bubbling mud came…

Slowly sliding through the mist came…..

The dog barked once and then no more…..

The puff of smoke appeared and disappeared….

Growling and Snarling….
His eyeballs bulged…

His long, greasy hair hung over his eyes…

He collapsed with a shudder as….

Blood oozed….

From his nose crawled a…..

Two long tentacles encircled her……

A nauseous feeling swept over me from the sight and smell of the…..

There was a long piercing scream followed by a …

She turned her gaze and followed the misshapen….
Compare/Contrast Writing Assignment

Purpose: To show the relationship between two things 

How: by showing the similarities and differences

Topic: Sentence: used to introduce topics and their relationships

Assignment:

Using one of the compare/contrast topics below, write a paragraph comparing and contrasting two things. Make sure that you use key transitional words for comparing and contrasting, and be sure you discuss both similarities and differences. 

Topics:

Skateboarding vs. Snowboarding

Movies vs. Books

Math vs. Science

Dogs vs. Cats

Rap vs. Country Music

Summer vs. Winter

Country People vs. City People

Teachers vs. Students

How we see ourselves vs. How others see us

New Friends vs. Old Friends

BMX Bikes vs. Mountain Bikes

Brothers vs. Sisters

Dark Days vs. Happy Days

The Mind vs, The Heart

Basketball vs. Football

The Yankees vs. The Red Sox

The Giants vs. The Patriots

College Basketball vs. Professional Basketball

